Welcome

Calvary

to

St. John’s

19554 Calla Way  Canyon Country, CA

6220 Corbin Avenue  Tarzana, CA

(661) 252-2697  CalvaryLutheranSCV.org

(818) 342-6934

Congregations of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Sean DeFrain, Pastor  (818) 264-9583

THE 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 13, 2020
Today’s service:
SERVICE OF THE WORD
page 38 in Christian Worship
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in him.
Let us pray:
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing
mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads
to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Jeremiah 15:15-21
15
O LORD, you understand.
Remember me and care for me.
Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me.
You are slow to anger.
Do not take me away.
Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace.
16
Your words came to me, and I devoured them.
Your words became my joy,
the delight of my heart,
because I bear your name,
O LORD God of Armies.
17
I did not sit with the band of partygoers,

nor did I celebrate with them.
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me.
You filled me with indignation.
18

Why is my pain unending?
Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal?
Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me,
like a source of water that a person can’t depend on?
19

Therefore this is what the LORD says.
If you repent, I will take you back,
so that you may stand before me.
If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless,
you will be my spokesman.
They must turn to you,
but you must not turn to them.
20
I will make you like a bronze wall to this people.
They will fight against you,
but they will not overcome you,
because I am with you to save you
and to rescue you, declares the LORD.
21
I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,
and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless.
PSALM 121
spoken responsively
I lift up my eyes to the hills—
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip —
He who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD watches over you,
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all harm —

He will watch over your life;
The LORD will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
SECOND LESSON
Romans 12:1-8
Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship. 2 Also, do not
continue to conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, so that you test and approve what is the will of God—what is good, pleasing,
and perfect.
3

So by the grace given to me, I tell everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as God
distributed a measure of faith to each of you. 4 For we have many members in one body,
and not all the members have the same function. 5 In the same way, though we are
many, we are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.
6

We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us. If the gift is prophecy,
do it in complete agreement with the faith. 7 If it is serving, then serve. If it is teaching,
then teach. 8 If it is encouraging, then encourage. If it is contributing, be generous. If it is
leadership, be diligent. If it is showing mercy, do it cheerfully.
THE VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia. (Jeremiah
15:16 cf. RSV)
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 16:21-26
Today’s sermon text
21
From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised again.
22

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord!
This will never happen to you.”

23

But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare to me
because you are not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.”
24

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me. 25 In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 After all, what will it benefit a person if he
gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for
his soul?
Praise be to you, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
#465
Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow you.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
You on earth once suffered, too.
Perish ev'ry fond ambition,
All I've ever hoped or known;
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heav'n are still my own.
Let the world despise and leave me;
They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me;
You are not, like them, untrue.
And since you have smiled upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun me—
Show your face, and all is bright.
Go, then, earthly fame and treasure!
Come, disaster, scorn, and pain!
In your service pain is pleasure;
With your favor loss is gain.
I have called you Abba, Father!
You my all in all shall be.
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather;
All must work for good to me.

Haste, my soul, from grace to glory,
Armed by faith and winged by prayer.
All but heav'n is transitory;
God's own hand shall guide you there.
Soon shall end this earthly story;
Swift shall pass the pilgrim days,
Hope soon change to heav'nly glory,
Faith to sight and prayer to praise.
SERMON
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THANKSGIVING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day
after day.
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom and love.
Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by
land, sea and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed,
and comfort all who are old and infirm.
Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear
us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and
offerings, and use them to your glory.
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
#332
Go, my children with my blessing,
Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you;
You are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children with my blessing—
You are my own.
Go, my children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you,
What I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story;
Here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.
Go, my children, fed and nourished,
Closer to me;
Grow in love and love by serving,
Joyful and free.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you;
Here his tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished,
Joyful and free.
I the Lord will bless and keep you
And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you
And give you peace;
I the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter and Brother.
Go, my children, I will keep you
And give you peace.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Anyone who wishes to schedule private communion is welcome to contact Pastor
DeFrain at (818) 264-9583 or sporophytes@hotmail.com.
Wednesday at 7 p.m. – Bible study
We will begin our study of the book of Esther. Please contact Pastor for a link to the
meeting.
Many, many thanks to Brandon Mathieus for providing an enormous amount of
technical support for the virtual worship video this week!

